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Dear Parents, Students, Staff and Community Members, 

We have a little more than a month remaining in the 2018-19 school year. 

Despite an extremely challenging budget season, we have remained focused and intentional on improving 
classroom instruction and student performance. Expectations remain high as we prepare our young scholars 
for college and meaningful careers.

In the recent weeks, we’ve seen more evidence that our goal to achieve excellence in academics, athletics 
and the arts is gaining momentum.

Academics
• The district is performing slightly above the state average, according to a 2018 state accountability 

report, which measured such things as graduation rates, college-and-career readiness and access to the 
arts. Our goal is to be “well-above” average.

• Students at Laurel Elementary School displayed and discussed their STEAM projects (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, the Arts, Math) at the school’s recent STEAM night.

• The district will be conducting an all-schools STEAM event May 31. Your school principal will be 
contacting you about how you can get involved.

• Metacomet Elementary School launched a novel parent-engagement initiative, which connects the talent 
and expertise of parents with programs and Metacomet children.

• After-school professionals were recently recognized for their work in enhancing our students’ extended 
day learning experiences. A team from Bloomfield, including BPS staff, will present two workshops at the 
Institute for Educational Leadership convention in July in Reno, NV.

Athletics
• In the span of several weeks in 2018-19, there were three Bloomfield High state championship teams – 

football, girls and boys track & field.

• Terry Miller, a Bloomfield High junior and girls track participant, is co-recipient of the 2019 Bob Casey 
Courage Award by the Connecticut Sports Writers Alliance.

• BHS girls track & field coach Anne Burrows was named 2019 Outstanding Coach of the Year in Girls Track 
& Field by the Connecticut High School Coaches Association. Ms. Burrow’s teams have won multiple 
state outdoor and indoor track championships over the years.

• The District’s Unified Sports program, which pairs an athlete with special challenges with another 
athlete, is now in its second year. Twenty athletes and 21 partners from the middle and high schools 
have participated in sports, such as basketball, soccer, bowling and track. Unified Sports have given our 
students the opportunity to develop social skills and to participate in team-building activities throughout 
the state. 
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The Arts
• In March 2019, the district received a national Best Communities for Music Education award from the 

National Association of Music Merchants (NAMM) Foundation, which advocates for music participation 
for people of all ages.   

• The district’s music program performed Disney’s “High School Musical” in March; and Kings & Queens of 
Soul at The Bushnell in April.

• PopArt, an art exhibit featuring the works of district students, will be on display Thursday, May 30 to 
Wednesday, June 5 at Silpe Gallery inside the Hartford Art School – run by the University of Hartford;  
200 Bloomfield Avenue, in West Hartford. The exhibit is open from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. on May 30. On all 
other dates, the exhibit is open from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Families and community members are welcome.

Other Noteworthy Highlights
• The district has begun an initiative to recruit Bloomfield parents of students who attend magnet schools 

not affiliated with the district – and invite them to enroll their children in our school district.

• National Teacher Appreciation Week was recently celebrated in Bloomfield.  Teachers – and all staff - play 
a key role in shaping the minds and values of our young scholars. 

• A solar farm project on land behind the Board of Education building on Blue Hills Avenue is well-
underway. The project features a large array of solar panels connected to the Eversource utility grid. This 
access to clean, renewable energy is projected to be a cost-saving to the district of about $800,000 over 
the next 20 years. There is also discount program available for town users who sign up for the program. 

 
Raising the Bar is Taking us Far.

 
Regards,

 
 

Dr. James Thompson, Jr.

Superintendent of Schools

For more schools-related news, remember to follow us on Facebook, Twitter, the web site – and our mobile 
app available on the district website www.BloomfieldSchools.org under “Parents” and Quick Links:

www.BloomfieldSchools.org

https://www.facebook.com/BloomfieldSchools

https://twitter.com/BloomfieldPS
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